Comparison of clinical and environmental strains of Escherichia coli isolated in Spain.
Susceptibilities to antimicrobial agents, bacteriophage lysis patterns and enzymatic polymorphism analysis were used to study genetic variability in Escherichia coli in order to study the relationship between clinical and environmental isolates of the species. Enzymatic polymorphism analysis proved the most useful. The findings were complemented by numerical analysis of phage typing and antimicrobial susceptibilities.